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18" UTM — UN TOURISM TRAINING PROGRAMME

REIMAGINING DESTINATION BRANDING
THROUGH Al AND DIGITAL MARKETING

22 — 25 September 2026

Venue: MGM Cotai, MACAO SAR, CHINA

PROVISIONAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

as of 18 September 2026



MEMBER STATES

Bangladesh

Ms Taharin Touhida
Assistant Director
Administration at Bangladesh Tourism Board

Cambodia

Mr Som Sothrithypong

Deputy Director

Overseas Marketing and Promotion
Department, Ministry of Tourism

China

Ms Huijia Li

Division of International Organizations
Bureau of International Exchanges and
Cooperation, Ministry of Culture and Tourism
of the People's Republic of China

Fiji

Ms Zhen Yin Angela Hui

Tourism Officer

Policy and Resilience

Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation Fiji

Iran

Dr Vali Teimouri

Advisor to the Minister & Director-General of
Tourism Studies, Education, and Planning
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts (MCTH)

Japan

Mr Hiroaki Sogawa

Senior Officer

Regional Partnership of Regional
Partnership Division, Japan Tourism Agency
(JTA)

10.

1.

12.

Lao PDR

Mr Syphone Keomanivong

Deputy Director

Tourism Information Service Division
Tourism Marketing Department
Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Malaysia

Ms Salwani Binti MD Saad
Assistant Director

Advertising and Digital Division
Tourism Malaysia

Maldives

Ms Malaka Abdul Hameed
Director, Security and Crisis Management

Section of Destination Management and
Quality Assurance
Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Mongolia

Ms Mendbayar Gantulga

Specialist

Department of Tourism Policy Coordination
Ministry of Culture, Sports, Tourism and
Youth

Pakistan

Mr Muhammad Sadid Baig
Desk Officer

Economic Diplomacy Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Philippines

Mr Paul Gilbert Castro
Director, Department of Tourism
Office of Branding and Marketing
Communications



13. Republic of Korea

Ms Dayeong Jin

Deputy Director

Convergence Tourism Division

Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism

14. Samoa

Mr Kitiona Pogi
CEO
Tourism at Samoa Tourism Authority

15. Sri Lanka

Mr Sasanga Madhushanka Gunathilaka
Piramanage

Assistant Director of Advertising

Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau

16. Thailand

Ms Miss Siriwan Pornlertwiwat
Director

Strategy and Planning Division
Ministry of Tourism and Sports

17. Viet Nam

Mr Ngoc Tu Vu

Senior Official of International Relations and
Tourism Marketing

Viet Nam National Authority of Tourism

INVITED GUESTS FROM

GREATER BAY AREA

1. Foshan University
Ms Lan Li
Lecturer, Department of Tourism

2. Shenzhen Polytechnic
University

Mr Cunliang Yuan
Lecturer, Tourism Department

INVITED SPEAKER

1. Fliggy, Alibaba Group

Mr Leon Li
Vice President of Public Affairs

2. Griffith University

Dr Cathy Jin
Associate Professor of the Department of
Tourism and Marketing

3. Kairos Future

Mr Andreas Reibring
Senior Analyst and Hong Kong Representative

4. Klook

Mr Gary Cheng
Global Head of Destination Partnerships

5. Macao Government Tourism
Office (MGTO)

Ms Cora Vong
Acting Head of Organisational Planning and
Development Department

6. Sun Yat-Sen University

Prof Louis Liu
Professor of the School of Tourism
Management

7. Tencent

Ms Xinye Li
Weixin Mini Programs International Industry
Manager



INVITED ASSOCIATION
(CULTURAL INTERPRETATION)

1. Arts, Painting and Calligraphy
Association of Macau

Dr Lee Chau Ping
President

2. Chinese Cultural Industries
Promotion Association

Mr. Waison Ho
Vice Director

3. Macau Virtual Anchor and
Animation Culture
Association

Mr. Kam leong Lon
Chief Operating Officer and Executive Director

4. Macao Yunnan Tea Chamber
of Commerce

Mr Alex Tang
President

Mr Frick Ho
Deputy Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

5. Ruins of St Paul Na Tcha
Temple Association

Mr. Ip Tat
President

Ms. Irwin Kuok
Youth Director

SPONSOR
MGM

Dr Iwan Dietschi
Senior Vice President of Hospitality

Mr Derek Watterud
Vice President of Resort Technology

Ms Cindy Lui
Vice President of Resort Sales

Mr Wilson Sam
Associate Director — Premium MICE
Resort Sales

Ms Marisa Leong
Associate Director of Catering and Events

Ms Crystal Lei
Manager of Catering and Events



ORGANISERS

1. Macao University of Tourism
(UTM)

Dr Fanny Vong
Rector

Dr Connie Loi
Vice Rector

Ms Judy Wong
Director
Global Centre for Tourism Education and Training

Dr Irene Chan
Assistant Professor & Director of UTM-CRCS
Centre

Dr Helmond lo
Assistant Professor & Director of International
Centre for Tourism and Hospitality Research

Dr Simon Lei
Assistant Professor & Coordinator for Technology-
Oriented Programmes and Courses

Dr Shanshan Qi
Assistant Professor

Dr Fenix Feng
Assistant Professor

Dr Tammy Ku
Lecturer

Ms. Mary Eddy
Lecturer

Ms Helen Wong
Administrative officer
Global Centre for Tourism Education and Training

Ms Sandi U
Administrative officer
Global Centre for Tourism Education and Training

2. UN Tourism

Ms Orianne Derrier
Senior Project Specialist
Regional Department for Asia and the Pacific



